
 
From: Hughes, Lynette - Communities <Lynette.Hughes@Oxfordshire.gov.uk>  
Sent: 22 September 2021 17:21 
To: Development Brief <developmentbrief@cherwell-dc.gov.uk> 
Subject: Development Brief consultation response - Site PR7b Land at Stratfield Farm Kidlington 
 
 
Dear Planning Policy 
 
In response to your public consultation closing tonight, please find attached the 
County Council’s officer response on the draft development brief for Site PR7b, Land 
at Stratfield Farm Kidlington.  
 
We are separately also responding on the development brief for Site PR9, Land 
West of Yarnton. 
 
 



 
 
 
Best regards 
 
 
 
Lynette Hughes 
Principal Planner / Strategic Planning Team / Infrastructure Strategy & Policy / 
Environment and Place / Oxfordshire County Council / County Hall, New Road, Oxford, OX1 1ND / 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ 
Tel: 0792 0084 360 
 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/


 

 

Planning Policy 
Cherwell District Council 
 
By email:  
developmentbrief@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Planning Policy 
 
Public Consultation on Local Plan Partial Review Draft Development Briefs 
(Site PR7b: Land at Stratfield Farm, Kidlington) 
Closing date 22nd September 2021 
 
Oxfordshire County Council welcomes the opportunity to review the draft 
development brief for PR7b, Land at Stratfield Farm, Kidlington. Comments are 
attached as Appendix 1 to this letter.  
 
We have previously had an opportunity to comment on a draft development brief and 
appreciate that some of our consultative comments have been taken on board in the 
preparation of this document dated July 2021. 
 
Cherwell District Council has decided to consult on only two draft development briefs 
at this time (PR9 and PR7b) and other development briefs are not yet ready for this 
stage. This Stratfield Farm site has a relationship to the Begbroke site (PR8) by way 
of a proposed canal bridge and cycle path.  Our comments below are made in the 
absence of a development brief for PR8.   
 
The County Council is willing to engage with the landowner and District Council on 
preapplication discussions relating to the development of this site, allocated for 120 
homes.  
 
Yours faithfully,  
 

 

 
Lynette Hughes 
Principal Planner 
 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
 
 

County Hall 
New Road 
Oxford 
OX1 1ND 
 
 
Corporate Director: Bill Cotton 
Environment and Place 
 

X22nd September 2021 
 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
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Appendix 1 –  
County Council Comments on PR7b Draft Development Brief  -  
Land at Stratfield Farm, Kidlington 
 
 
 

 
Strategic Planning 
 
Specialist Housing Policy BSC 4 of the adopted Cherwell Local Plan Part 1 (adopted 
July 2015) requires housing sites of at least 400 dwellings to 'provide a minimum of 
45 self-contained extra care dwellings as part of the overall mix' and includes some 
flexibility on the requirement.  Elsewhere, opportunities for specialist housing will be 
encouraged in suitable locations.  The development brief should be amended to make 
it clear if any provision for specialist housing is expected on this site.  
 
Para 1.2 We are fully supportive of the purpose of development briefs to guide future 
site development. It is not clear why the District Council has chosen that the 
development briefs will not have the status of a Supplementary Planning Document, 
which would give them a stronger status.  
 
General and 7.0 The development brief should clearly set out how enhancement and 
beneficial use of the Green Belt land within the allocation will be achieved or 
conditioned upon an application for development on any or all of the 5ha expected to 
be used for residential development.  
 
 
Transport Development Control 
 
General and 6.4.6 The draft development brief covers a range of issues that need to 
be addressed from a design perspective in relation to roads, cycle and pedestrian 
paths and car parking.   
 
As this is a site close to Oxford, we expect that car parking provision will be less than 
on sites further from Oxford. We support the reference to advocating the provision of 
unallocated on-street parking.   
 
The County Council has a range of existing documents which could be referred to 
such as our cycling and walking design standards and active healthy travel strategy1. 
All development should also be in accordance with the government’s LTN 1/20 on 
cycle infrastructure design.  In addition, the County Council’s new Street Design Guide 
is being reported to the County Council’s Cabinet on 21/09/212. 
 
6.4.3 Add as first bullet point: ‘The main site access must include provision for 
pedestrians and cyclists alongside vehicular traffic which shall be carefully designed 

 
1 https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/connecting-oxfordshire/active-and-
healthy-travel 
2 https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=115&MId=6380 
 

https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/connecting-oxfordshire/active-and-healthy-travel
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/roads-and-transport/connecting-oxfordshire/active-and-healthy-travel
https://mycouncil.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=115&MId=6380
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to enable pedestrians and cyclists to comfortably connect onto the existing 
infrastructure.’ 
 
6.4.4 Add as a bullet point on primary street development principles: ‘At least 2m wide 

footways on both sides of the primary street.’ 

Add as a bullet point on secondary street development principles: ‘To maintain a 2m 
wide provision for pedestrians on any side of the carriageway fronted by properties.’ 
 
 
Infrastructure Locality (Cherwell & West)  
 
The County Council intends to deliver bus and cycling improvements at Kidlington 
Roundabout.  The developer will need to liaise with the County Council’s delivery team 
accordingly. 
 
There is no mention of adhering to LTN 1/20 standards within the planned 
development.  Walking and cycling provisions must be in keeping with the principles 
throughout the development. 
 
 
Public Health 
 
Para 1.2.1 Please change this bullet to read: ‘to raise the standard of design and to 
create exemplary places which are functional, beautiful, promote health and wellbeing 
and which engender a sense of community’. 
 
Para 4.2.1 Please add the following sentence: ‘It is important to ensure effective 
connectivity between the development and existing community that supports active 
travel and reduces severance.’  
 
Para 6.2 Consider including reference to the positive impacts on mental health. In 
order to ensure that the design of major developments maximises the opportunity to 
promote health and wellbeing, the Future Oxfordshire Partnership has developed and 
approved the use of a Health Impact Assessment toolkit3 to assess the health impacts 
of significant developments.  Given the size of this development, the Council would 
expect a Health Impact Assessment to be conducted of this site to ensure that it 
maximises opportunities for a health enabling environment, in accordance with 
government's advice and national best practice. 
 
Para 6.3 This section should include a principle on green space and how it will 
encourage walking and cycling, biodiversity and community use.  
 
Para 6.3.2 Cycle parking must be easily accessible, ideally at house frontages, to 
promote active travel.  
 

 
3 https://www.oxfordshiregrowthboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/210126-Oxon-HIA-Toolkit-
FINAL.pdf  

https://www.oxfordshiregrowthboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/210126-Oxon-HIA-Toolkit-FINAL.pdf
https://www.oxfordshiregrowthboard.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/210126-Oxon-HIA-Toolkit-FINAL.pdf
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Para 6.4.5 Reference should be made to the fact that cycling routes should support 
connectivity.  The draft Local Cycling and Walking Investment Plan (LCWIP) for 
Kidlington4 should be referred to.  
 
Para 6.5 The benefits of planting larger trees outweigh the overshadowing effect on 
gardens and windows mentioned here. In order to adapt to future changes in climate 
and mitigate some of the most extreme effects, large trees have been proven to 
significantly reduce air temperatures during hot weather and provide a natural shelter 
from the sun. 
 

 
4 https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/3/leisure-and-culture/780/kidlington-lcwip-consultation 
 

https://www.cherwell.gov.uk/info/3/leisure-and-culture/780/kidlington-lcwip-consultation
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